Excerpt from article: “To Have And To Hold On To.”  By: Leah Hoffman
http://www.forbes.com/2006/11/07/divorce-costs-legal-biz-cx_lh_1107legaldivorce.html
Most divorces these days are nasty, brutish, and all too long. Not to mention damned expensive. 

The average cost of a wedding is just under $28,000, according to Conde Nast Bridal Group--double what it was 16 years ago. The average cost of a divorce? "That's like asking how much a car costs," says John Crouch, a family law attorney who practices in Arlington, Va. Divorce proceedings can range anywhere from several hundred to several thousand dollars. Estimates on the average cost of a divorce in the U.S. range from $15,000 to $30,000. 

Where does all that money go? 

The bulk of it, predictably enough, goes straight to the lawyers. Matrimonial law work is currently a staggering $28 billion a year industry. Court fees can also add a hefty sum to your divorce bill; a mere two-day trial can set you back as much as $25,000 (less expensive options, like formal arbitration, still run between $5,000 and $10,000).
